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Open/Transfer Evening: Due to the current situation, details of a digital Transfer
Evening format will be distributed through the primary schools and via the local press
and social media in January 2021 and will be available on the school website.

RESPECTIVE FUNCTIONS OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS AND PRINCIPAL IN RELATION TO ADMISSION
TO THE SCHOOL

The Board of Governors draws up the admissions criteria and delegates to the Principal the
responsibility for applying these criteria. Any reference herein to the term ‘the Board of Governors’
includes any committee, sub-committee or person appointed by the Board of Governors for the
purposes of applying the admissions criteria set out herein.

ADMISSIONS POLICY

The aim of the admissions policy is to achieve as even a balance as possible in the intake with regard to
religious denomination. The Board of Governors will seek to reflect a balance amongst all traditions,
striving towards the NICIE statement of principles of 40% from Protestant traditions, 40% from Roman
Catholic traditions and 20% from ‘other’ traditions.

For admissions in September 2021, the college will reserve a maximum of 20% of places for students
from traditions other than Protestant and Roman Catholic traditions or those stating ‘no religion’. The
criteria detailed below will be applied initially to members of the ‘others’ group in the order set down,
and a maximum of 20% of available places will be awarded to these applicants. In the event of less than
20% of places being awarded to applicants from the ‘other’ traditions, the balance will be divided
equally between Protestant and Roman Catholic applicants.

The remaining available places will be divided equally between Protestant and Roman Catholic
applicants. In the event of an odd number of places remaining in the division, an additional place will be
allocated to the main tradition which has the greater number of applicants. The criteria will be applied
separately to Roman Catholic and Protestant applicants and, in the event of there being fewer
applicants from either tradition than there are places available for that tradition, then the balance of
places will be allocated to the other tradition.

The religious affiliation will be decided by either:
(a) The religious affiliation noted on the online application form
(b) The category of primary school which the pupil attended i.e. the applicant will be deemed Catholic if he /
she is transferring from a maintained primary school, Protestant if he / she is transferring from a
controlled primary school, or Other if he / she is transferring from an integrated primary school.
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Please note further: when considering which children should be selected for admission, the Board of
Governors will only take into account information which is detailed on the online application form.
Parents should therefore ensure that all information pertaining to their child and relevant to the
school’s admission criteria is stated on the online application form. Examples of such information
should include whether the child has “siblings who currently attend the school”.

ADMISSIONS CRITERIA FOR YEAR 8

In the event of there being more applications than there are places available in each tradition, the
following criteria will apply in the order set down:

1. Applicants who, at the time of application, attend the following primary schools:

Antrim Primary Crumlin IPS McKinney PS St.Comgall’s Antrim
Ashgrove PS Duneane PS Moorfield PS St. Joseph’s Antrim
Ballinderry PS Fairview PS Mossgrove PS St. Joseph’s Crumlin
Ballyclare PS Greystone PS Mossley PS St MacNissi’s PS
Ballycraigy PS Kells & Connor PS Mount St Michaels PS Six Mile IPS
Ballykeel PS Kings Park PS Parkgate PS Straidhavern PS
Carnaghts PS Loanends PS Parkhall PS Templepatrick PS
Carnmoney PS Maine IPS Randalstown Central PS | The Thompson PS
Creavery PS Mallusk IPS Round Tower IPS

2. Applicants who, at the date of application, have a child of the family currently enrolled in the
college. The name/names must be indicated on the online application form.

3. Applicants who, at the date of application are the eldest child or only child of the family or who
have an elder child of the family attending a special school. This must be indicated on the online
application form.

4. Applicants who, at the date of application are the eldest child of the family ever to seek a place
at a non-selective school. This must be indicated on the online application form.

5. Applicants who have an elder child of the family who previously attended the school within the
past 10 years. The name/names and dates of attendance must be indicated on the online
application form.

6. If applicants are still ranked the same after application of the above criteria, then selection will
be made on the basis of the initial letters of the legal surname, with the applicants being
selected in the order of the following randomised selection of letters:

MAFCMcEWBGIHKNPRQDXZYJLOSUTV Mac

In the event of surnames beginning with the same initial, the subsequent letters of the surname will be
used in alphabetical order. In the event of two identical surnames, the alphabetical order of the letter of
the first forename appearing on the transfer form will be used.

Responsibility for the provision of information lies with the parents/guardians, who must ensure that all
information relevant to the criteria is included in the online application form. This must include the
child’s religion, or parental wish that the child be placed in the ‘other’ category. Applicants should note
that they may be required to produce documents verifying information pertinent to the criteria.
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DUTY TO VERIFY

The Board of Governors reserves the right to request such supplementary evidence as it may require to
support or verify information on any applicant’s online application form. If the requested evidence is not
provided to the Board of Governors by the deadline given, this will result in the withdrawal of an offer of
a place. Similarly, if information is supplied which appears to be false or misleading in any material way,
the offer of a place will be withdrawn.

WAITING LIST POLICY
The college operates a waiting list for applicants in all year groups, if required.
ADMISSIONS TO YEAR 8 AFTER 15T SEPTEMBER 2021

Should a vacancy arise after the date when placement letters have been issued from EA, all applicants
that were initially refused prior to that date will be considered using the published criteria applied and
the rank order established during that process. Existing applicants who have supplied new or additional
information will be ranked accordingly, and any new applicants after the date when placement letters
were sent will be added below the existing applicants. This rank order will remain in place until the 15 of
September of the year of admission.

If parents/guardians wish to have their child’s name remain on the waiting list beyond this date, they
should inform the school in writing. Parents who have been refused admission through normal
processes, or who are late, or new applicants, may apply for inclusion on the waiting list. Once the child
is placed on a waiting list, he or she will remain on it until offered a place, withdrawn from the list by the
parent or the child reaches the end of compulsory schooling.

Number of Applications and Admissions

Year Admissions No. Total Applications All Total Admissions
Preferences
2018/19 150 137 137*
2019/20 150 235 185*
2020/21 150 208 188*

*This table does not include children who were admitted to the school with a statement of special educational needs.
Each year, a number of children with a wide range of additional needs are admitted to the college and supported appropriately.

Admission to year 9 and onwards

Within the overall school enrolment, pupils will be admitted according to the following criteria applied
in the order set down below:

1. Provided the school’s enrolment number set by Department of Education is not exceeded;

2. Provided the admissions number for the year group is not exceeded;

3a. Provided the inclusion of an additional child does not place a class into conflict with DENI regulations
on class sizes;

3b. Provided there is a vacancy in the class best academically suited to the child;

4. Should more than one child apply at the same time for the same year group, we would use the same
admissions criteria as are used for admission into year 8;

5. Only in very exceptional circumstances will any new students be admitted to year 12, and only then
provided subjects required by the student match those on offer in the college.
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