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Curriculum for Key Stage 4 202924

The Core Subjects
All pupils will study

GCSE English V
GCSE Maths V
GCSE Science V
OCN Employability V

Non-exam PE & RE/LLW/Careers V

Option Choices

Vocational Pathways Choices (Choose a 15t choice pathway from the options below)

Construction Pathway in Parkhall Integrated College
Motor Vehicle Studies & Construction Pathway at NRC
Hair Dressing & Beauty Pathway at NRC

Catering Pathway at NRC

Choose a subject from the rows below (Please indicate a 1st and 2" choice)

Care/Animal

Digital Imaging Sheet Metal OS Sport Care OCN Spanish Drama
Choose a subject from the rows below (Please indicate a 1st and 2" choice)
, OCN
OCN Business OCN RE OCN Art D Medla Vocational PAL Perfqrmance
Studies Skills Skills DJ

Choices can be made online using the Options link through SIMS Parent app by Thursday 24" March.

The booklet can be found on the Year 10 Options Choices Google Classroom.




Animal Care & Working
In a Care Environment

Occupational Studies Level 2

Course Overview
This course is divided into two units: Animal Care arj(
Working in a Care Environment. The first unit, Anima
Care, is suitable for those who wish to gain the basi
skills, knowledge and understanding of care and
handling of a range of animals and to gain an
understanding of working with animals in vocational
and environmental settings. The second unit, Working
in a Care Environment, is suitable for learners who
wish to dgvelop an upderstgnding ofvworlfing in hevalyn p
anda 2 OAlf OFINB YR OKAfRN
settings.

CourseContent

Animal Care

Methods of handling, caring for and feeding animals, consideration of safe working practices and health at
safety issues surrounding animal cared maintaining animal health.

Working in a Care Environment

Consideration of health and safety issues in a care environment, the role of the care \adrkémjstering first
aid andplanning activities.

Assessment

This course is based 100% on practical assessments. Pupils complete a portfolio which includes a numbar o

practical assessments on the above topics.

Desirable Personal Qualities
This course would suit pupils who enjoy a more vocational approach to learning.

Career and FurtheBtudy Opportunities
The skills developed in these units will lead pupils into careers which involve working with animals or child

rer




Carpentry & Bench Joiner

Occupational Studies Level

CourseOverview
During thiscourse,pupils will develop their ability to
use various woodworkingpols, developing skills to A
complete a variety of projects, including a coffee tabje |
and abirdhouse

CourseContent
Students will learn:

A Healthandsafety when using basic hand tools.

A The use of basic hand tools and their maintenance.

A Manufacture of joinery components using basic joints to create a range of basic joioesis,including a

stool and coffee table.

A The use of basic power tools.

A Craft techniques and associated knowledge

Assessment Distinction* ~ A*

Practical work counts for 60% of tkeurse.

Knowledge, recall, understanding aedaluating counfor 40%. Qualification ~ Distinction A
Level 2 Merit B

There is na@examination Theresult is based 00%on coursework. c

Pass

Desirable PersonaQualities
This course has proved vargpular,as it is entirelypracticatbased It would suit pupils who enjoy a more
vocational approach to learning

Career and FurtheBtudyOpportunities

Occupational Studies can leadan NV(Cat a technicakollege oran apprenticeshipyhich can lead to students
becoming trade professionals. Typicateers could include those the constructionindustry, for example,
carpenterroofer, joiner, fitter, etc




Catering

Occupational Studies Level

Course Overview
This course provide students with the opportunity to
learn for work in a realistic work environment with th
emphasis on a hanesn approach to acquiring
practical skills. Pupils will be able to obtawvo Single
Awards in Occupational Studies at the NRfDe in
year 11 and a second in year 12.

Course Content
This unit provides learners with some of the basic cooking principles required by cooks and chefs in the catel
industry when preparing and cooking a range of starters, main courses and desserts. Learners will apply
legislativerequirements when handling food and learn how to work safely and hygienically in the catering
kitchen. They willearn how to select and use appropriate equipment correctly and will develop creative skills i
the finishing angresentation of products for service. The unit also offers an opportunity to understand the
scope of the cateringqndustry, including career opportunities.

Assessment
Practical work counts for 60% of tlseurse. Distinction*  A*
Knowledge, recall, understanding aedaluating countor 40%. D .

Qualification  Distinction A

There is nexamination Theresult is based 00%on coursework. Level 2 Merit

w

Pass

Desirable Personal Qualities
This course has proved very popular, as it is entirely pradieseéd. [twould suit pupils who enjoy a more
vocational approach to learning.

Career and FurtheBtudy Opportunities
Occupational Studies can lead to NVQ at technical college or an apprenticeship, which can lead to students
becoming trade professionals. Although this course is vocational and intended as a stepping stone to the
trade skills, it gives a pupil valuable insight and may be used as a base level to work towards progressing thr
more academic routes.




Construction

Course Overview:
While studyingConstructionyou willwork with your
hands and develop practical ski¥u will havehe
satisfaction of producing a functional piece of work
from adrawing. You will also learn to use computer
aided design tools anproduce solutions toealtlife
construction problems

CourseContent:
Unit 1¢ Introduction to the Built Environmergtheory)

Unit 2¢ Sustainable Constructidtheory)
Unit 3¢ Construction Craft Proje€practica)
Unit 4¢ ComputerAidedDesign in Construction (AutoCAD

Assessment

Unit 1 Written Exam paper 1 hr 20% Sit exam May/June Year 11
Unit 2 Written Exam paper 1 hr 30mins 30% Sit exam May/June Year 12
Unit 3 Controlled AssessmenOne Craft Project 25% Completed by April Year 12
Unit 4 Controlled AssessmenfutoCAD Portfolio  25% Completed by April Year 12

Desirable Personal Qualities:
This course has proved very popular every year with excellent results. This course would suit pupils who v
develop their craft skills, computezided design skills and technical skills, as well as knowledge and
understanding of the construction industry

yar

Careerand Further StudyOpportunities:

In this courseyou will gaina comprehensivantroduction to the constructionindustry. Youwill learn about the
main types of construction,related employmentand the resourcesusedin the built environment Thiscanlead
to aBTEQ Constructiorandthe Built Environmentat FurtherEducationCollege




Creative Arts and Digital
Technologies Art

Level2 Certificate

Course Overview
The creative and digital technologies sectors are
recognised as growth areas in the economy. The OGN
NI Creative Arts and Digital Technologies qualificatid
have been designed to meet emerging skills
requirements in these sectors and to offer a wide
range of options mirroring the careers and occupatig
available in these sectors. These qualifications allo
learners to develop skills in a range of vocational
areas. Pupils also can enhance their core skills in a
such as career preparation, presentation skills,
teamwork and health and safety.

CourseContent
In order to achieve thievel 2qualification, pupilsnust complete a total of fifteen crediia 120 guided learning
hours (two onehour lessons per week).

Over the twayear course, they will complete five units of work:

Health and Safety in a Working Environment (year 11)
Developing Drawing Skills for Painting (year 11)
Drawing Development Methods and Skills (year 11)
Life Drawing (year 12)

Design Project (year 12)

Too To Joo To I

Assessment
Assessment is continuous throughout the course. Pupils build up a portfolio of evidence twotigh work,
class discussion, practical art work and sketchbooks.

Desirable Personal Qualities

There are no formal entry requirements for this qualification, but it would be expected that pupils have an
interest in this subject, that they are creative and have the necessary communication and ICT skills to be &bl
complete the assessments at this level.
A strong attendance record is required for a portfeliased qualification in a practical subject. This subject cal
be taken in addition to GCSE Art and Design for those very enthusiastic and keen art students.

-




Creative Arts and Digital
Technologies Art

Level2 Certificate OCN

Career and Further Study Opportunities
The OCN NI Level 2 qualifications in Creative Arts and Digital Technologies enable progression to further
gualifications, other higher education courses and/or into employment.

Animation Architecture Art Therapy Book lllustration
Ceramics Fashion Design Fine Art Floral Design
Graphic Design Industrial Design Photography Teaching

This list is not exhaustive, and Art can be preparation for any career that requires fine motor skills, an eye
aesthetics and creative thinking. Come create with us.

OC
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Creative Arts and Digital
Technologies Media Productior

Level 2 Certificate

Course Overview
During thiscourse,pupils will develop practical and
theoretical skills in the processes usednadia
creation. This includes a range of practical units
focused orfilm-making editing, postproduction and
health and safety in a media setting.

Thecourse will cover skills such as filming, lighting,
editing and the use of multimedia technology

CourseContent

Students will learn:

A The processes used to create media products;
A To use multimedia technology;

A Groupbasedfiim production

A To use media equipment effectively;

Assessment
Thisqualification isassesse@ontinually by means of portfoliopractical tasks and interactive assessment tasks.
There are n@xaminationsand all work should be completed during class tifieisgives pupils more time to
study for their other GCSE subjects, alleviating some of the pressure, especially at exam time

Desirable Personal Qualities
An interest in media creation, a willingness to appear on camera, creativity and a practical and logical thoygh
process.

Career and FurtheBtudy Opportunities
The OCN NI Level 2 qualifications in Creative Arts and Digital Technologies enable progression to further OC
gualifications, OCR Level 3 Digital Meahal/or into employment




Digital Imaging

Occupational Studies Level

Course Overview
Digital Imaging pupils will acquire skills that will allo
them to learn the functions of a digital camera, to
understand the different styles and genres associate
with photography, edit photographs and produce
digital designs for the internet, print and screen med

CourseContent
This unit includes:

A using a selection of equipment for digital photography and creative imaging;
A capturing images in different styles and genres;

A manipulating images in a software package, e.g. Photoshop;

A presenting a photography project to an audience;

A consideration of career opportunities within the digital imaging industry;

A consideration of health and safety issues within the digital imaging industry;
A consideration of environmental issues within the digital imaging industry;

A reviewing and evaluating own performance.

Assessment

This course consistf 100% practical assessments.

Desirable Personal Qualities
This course has proved very popular, as it is entirely pradiesed. It would suit pupils who enjoy a more
vocational approach to learning.

Career and FurtheBtudy Opportunities
The skills developed in the digital imaging unit cde&t to jobsrelated to photography and digital design. This
course could also lead to a digital imaging course at the NRC.




Digital Music

Occupational Studies Leval

Course Overview

Pupils will develop skills in using the appropriate T

software to create, record, edit, arrange and mix BRI  O i

audio. Software may include Audacity, Daeday f‘_; e

Music Maker, GarageBand, Sony ACID and Cubasef == e e e
Students should gain the confidence to create their || . == . o
own complete musical track. At the end of the unit, | % - ==

they will be able to save their music tracks inthe |~
appropriate formats to play on a CD, mobile phone, | -
MP3 player, games console, or other digital audio |
devices. Health and safety, and environmental issue|

will also be considered. —_

CourseContent

This unit includes:
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Assessment

Presentation of completed work with additional supporting materials is the preferred means of assessment. T
unit will be projectbased, and learners will be required to produce a master music track. The final music track
should be saved on a CD or memory stick/hard drive. Work in progress should be evidenced by printed
screenshots. Evaluation activities could be recorded in writing, produced as a sound file or captured on videc

Desirable PersonaDualities

Learners taking a course in Occupational Studies do not need to have any previous experience in their chpse

occupational area.

Career and FurtheBtudyOpportunities

The world of work is constantly changing. It is increasingly unlikely that a single occupation will take emplqye
from the beginning to the end of their working lives, so transferability and adaptability are important skills. Thi
specification is uniquely structured with this in mind. Pupils will have the opportunity to learn for work, thropgf

work and about work, with real outcomes that will give them skills for life.




Drama

Occupational Studies Level

Course Overview
GCSE Drama is a broad and coherent course that ¢
motivate and inspire students. It encourages them tq
develop a personal interest in drama and allows the
to build and showcase their competence in a range ¢
creative, practical and performance skills.

CourseContent

Unit 1. Devised Performance

Unit 2. Scripted Performance

Unit 3. Knowledge and Understanding of Drama

Assessment
Controlled assessment makes up 60% of the resuitle witten examination accounttr 40% of the final
grade.

Desirable Personal Qualities
Learners should have a keen interest in all aspects of drama and performing arts. Pupils should be able to
demonstrate their confidence in performance and enjoy working as part of a team.

Career and FurtheBtudy Opportunities
This qualification prepares learners for further study in the performing arts, a career in acting or design, or|wc
in a related area such as arts management. Its emphasis on innovation, presentation, collaboration,
communication and evaluation makes it relevant to many careers.




ElectronicCircuit Construction

Construction Pathway at PIC

Occupational Studies Level 2

CourseOverview

This unit is suitable for those who wish to gain a basic
knowledge and understanding of constructing electronic [2
circuits.Pupilswill develop skills to identify electronic
components and assembégrcuits They will use 8
soldering techniques to build electronic circuits and carryf
out tests to ensure they operate correctly.

CourseContent
This unit includes:
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Assessment Distinction* ~ A*
Practical work counts for 60% of theurse.
Knowledge, recall, understanding aedaluating counfor 40%. Qualification Distinction A

Level 2 Merit B
There is na@xamination Theresult is based 00%60on coursework. c

Pass

Desirable Personal Qualities:

This course has proved vargpular,as it is entirelypracticatbased It would suit pupils who enjoy a more

vocational approach to learning.

Career and FurtheBtudyOpportunities

Typical careers couldcludeacousticconsultant,aerospace engineer, broadcast engineer, electrical engineer

electronics engineenuclear engineer, sound enginespecial effects technician.




Employability Skills

Level 2 Certificate

Course Overview
OCNLevel 2 Certificate in Employability Skills is
equivalent to a grade B at GCSE. It prepares pupils
they progress onto the next direction of their career
pathway. It involves developing skills most sought af
by employers, assists with making decisions and
personal budgeting, develops interview skills and
techniques and provides pupils with the opportunity
excel in their future.

CourseContent

Thiscourse involves the completion of seven units:
Applying for Work

Producing a CV

Interview Skills

Using Social Media in the Workplace

Customer Care

Mental Health, Welbeing and Building Resilience
Personal Money Management

Assessment
This qualification is entirely portfokibased.Upon the completion of all seven units of work pupils will earn a
grade B equivalent at GCSE level. There are no exams involved with this course.

Desirable Personal Qualities

To reach their full potential in OCN Employability Skills, papdsild be determined, willing to apply themselve
good ICT skills, motivated, selivare and eager to carve out a successful career pathway. The course also
involves some group work, so pupils should be comfortable working both independently and in a small tegm.

U

Career and FurtheBtudy Opportunities

OCN offer a Level 3 course in Employability Skills sipopids wish to continue their studies with us at pd€
level. This course is also entirely portfatiased. Employability Skills are essential in all areas of work, and s@
developing these skills with this course will be useful in assisting pupils in obtaining jobs in the future.




EnglishLanguage

Course Overview

The aims of this subject are to encourage students to:

Ademonstrate the skills in speaking, listening, reading and
writing necessary to communicate with others confidently,
effectively, precisely and appropriately;

Aexpress themselves creatively and imaginatively;

Abecome critical readers of a range of texts, including multi
modal texts;

Ause reading to develop their own skills as writers;

Aunderstand the patterns, structures and conventions of
written and spoken English;

Aunderstand the impact of variations in spoken and written
language and how they relate to identity and cultural
diversity; and

Aselect and adapt speech and writing to different situations

and audiences.

CourseContent

Pupils will:

A study writing for a range of different purposes and for various audiences;
A learn to analyse spoken language;

A Dbe able to adapt their language for different audiences when presenting;
A read a range of literaturdased texts, developing skills of analysis; and

A compare literary texts.

Assessment

Thisis a two-year course

Unit 1 External Examination 1 Hour 45 minutes 30%
Unit 2 Internal Assessment Speaking and Listening 20%
Unit 3 Written Controlled Assessment  Spoken and Written 20%
Unit 4 External Examination 1 Hour 45 minutes 30%

Desirable Personal Qualities

The CCEA GCSE English Language specification encourages students to explore and respond, both imag
and critically, to a variety of texts.

Students use reading to improve their writing and spoken language skills. They also enhance their unders
of how language variations relate to identity and cultural diversity.

Career and FurtheBtudy Opportunities
A grade C or above is required for most further education courses/university.

N«
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Hair and Beauty (NRC

Occupational Studies Level

Course Overview
This courses provide students with the opportunity tc
learn for work in a realistic work environment with th
emphasis on a hanesn approach to acquiring ‘
practical skills. Pupils will be able to obtawvo Single
Awards in Occupational Studies at the NRfDein
year 11 and a second in year 12. They will be able t
achieve a level 2 or level 1 qualification.

CourseContent

This unit is suitable for students who wish to experience the occupational area of hairdressing and beauty
therapy. Pupils will be required to carry out a consultation with their client and prepare and then dress the
using a rangef techniques into a currenipstyle On completion of this unit, the student will have gained a
foundation of practical skills and theoretical knowledgealiow progression into further education aimed at
pursuing a career in the hairdressing industry.

hai

Assessment
Practical work counts for 60% of tleeurse. Distinction* A*

Knowledge, recall, understanding aedaluating countor 40%. e R
Qualification  Distinction A

There is nexamination Theresult is based 00%on coursework. Level 2 Merit B

Pass

Desirable Personal Qualities
This course has proved very popular, as it is entirely pradiesed. It would suit pupils who enjoy a more
vocational approach to learning.

Career and Further Study Opportunities

Occupational Studies can lead to an NVQ at a technical college or an apprenticeship, which can lead to sfud

becoming trade professionals. Although this course is vocational and intended as a stepping stone to the
trade skills, it gives a pupil valuable insight and may be used as a base level to work towards progressing
a more academic route.

thr




Mathematics

CourseOverview
Mathematics is one of the core subjects in the
Northern IrelandCurriculumand each pupil must
study the subject at GCSE.

GCSE Mathematics can be studied at eifbandation
or higher level
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CourseContent
Subject content covers all aspectsnohthematicssuch as using and applyingathematicshumber, algebra,
shape and space, measures and data handling

Assessment

One examination paper (M1, M2, M3 or M4xatin June ofyear11, accounting for 45% of the overall
examination credit. The terminal examination (M5, M6, M7 or M8) is sat in June of yeahdizrminal exam
accounts for 5% of the final grade.

Desirable PersondDualities
Pupils will be able to develop an understanding of the part mathematics plays in the world around them. T

will learn to reason logically, to classify, generalise and appreciate patterns and mathematical relationship$

interpret, processand represent data and draw logical conclusions, justifying arguments and conclusions

1€)

Career and FurtheBtudyOpportunities

AgradeC or above is an essential qualification for most careergastll6 courses. Mathematical skills are
viewed most highly by employers. Mathematics is a strong academic subject acceptable for all cotlvises at
leveleducation.

Careeropportunities include actuariacience accountancy, architecture, banking, dentistry, engineering,
pharmacy, medicine, veterinary scienmedteaching.




Motor Vehicle (NRC)

Occupational Studies Level

Course Overview
These courses provide students with the opportunity
to learn for work in a realistic work environment with|_
the emphasis on a hands approach to acquiring
practical skills. Pupils will be able to obtawvo Single
Awards in Occupational Studies at the NRfDe in
year 11 and a second in year 12. They will be able t
achieve a level 2 or level 1 qualification.

CourseContent
This unit introduces pupils to basic fddtoperations and components found in modern fdstgarages and
motor vehicles todayStudents will also gain knowledge amaderstanding of health and safety in the workplag

and other skills associategith working in a garagd.he physical resources needed to support the delivery and

assessment of this unit are of industry standarelachers/lecturers delivering the programme and conducting
the assessment will be fully familiar with current practice and standards in the sector.

e

Assessment
Practical work counts for 60% of tleeurse. Distinction* A*

Knowledge, recall, understanding aedaluating countor 40%. e R
Qualification ~ Distinction A

There is nexamination Theresult is based 00%on coursework. Level 2 Merit B

Pass

Desirable Personal Qualities
This course has proved very popular, as it is entirely pradiesed. It would suit pupils who enjoy a more
vocational approach to learning.

Career and Further Study Opportunities

Occupational Studies can lead to an NVQ at a technical college or an apprenticeship, which can lead to sfud

becoming trade professionals. Although this course is vocational and intended as a stepping stone to the
trade skills, it gives a pupil valuable insight and may be used as a base level to work towards progressing
a more academic route.

thr




Performance Skills (DJ

Level 2 Certificate

Course Overview
A course of study based on this specification aims tc
allow the learner to develop skills in the entertainme
industry and to give the learner the opportunity to
perform in front of an audience.

\

CourseContent

The key features of a course of study based on this specification include:
NEASFNDOKAY3 220a 6A0GKAY GKS SyGdSNIIA
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Unit 1- Working in the Performance Arts Industry

This unit aims to provide learners with knowledge of employment opportunities within the performing arts
industry and the jobs undertaken by those who work in it.

Unit 2- Develop Technique for Performance

This unit is an opportunity to develop the practical skills required for your chosen art form.

Unit 3¢ Rehearse and Perform

This unit develops the understanding and effectiveness of rehearsal processes and performance skills andl
discipline.

Assessment

Learners must complete a portfolio of evidence showing evidence for all three units.
In the portfolio of evidence the learner may include testimonials from friends, colleagues, teachers, tutors anc
assessors can also be used in the final two units. All units are internally assessed and externally moderatgd.

Desirable PersonaQualities
You will be expected to work hard in school and have good attendance to complete this interesting course

Career and FurtheBtudyOpportunities
This Performance Skills Certificate Level 2 allows the learner to progress to a higher qualification in the
entertainment industry. This qualification is endorsed by the Creative and Cultural Sector Skills Council.




Plumbing (NRC)

Occupational Studies Level

Course Overview
This course provides students with the opportunity t¢ .
learn for work in a realistic work environment with thg
emphasis on a hanesn approach to acquiring ;

practical skills. Pupils will be able to obtawo Single |, = |
Awards in Occupational Studies at NRiDein year 1
11 and a second in year 12. They will be able to .

achieve a level 2 or level 1 qualification.

CourseContent
This unit is designed to develop skills in plumbing and associated activities.
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Assessment

Practical work counts for 60% of tlkeurse. Distinction*  A*

Knowledge, recall, understanding aedaluating countor 40%. e L
Quialification Distinction JAN

There is n@xamination Theresult is based 0% 0on coursework. Level 2 Merit B

Pass C

Desirable Personal Qualities
This course has proved very popular, as it is entirely pradiesed. It would suit pupils who enjoy a more
vocational approach to learning.

Career and Further Study Opportunities
Occupational Studies can lead to an NVQ at a technical college or an apprenticeship, which can lead to sfud
becoming trade professionals. Although this course is vocational and intended as a stepping stone to the
trade skills, it gives a pupil valuable insight and may be used as a base level to work towards progressing thr
a more academic route.




Preparationfor Adult Life

Certificate LeveP

Course Overview
Preparation for Adult Life creates a specific space tg
think through major decisions and their implications
and provides practical tools for thinking independent
making informed choices and acting responsibly in
G2RIF&Qa ¢2NIR® LG subhatli| dza ' yagSNI) ljdzSatAazyas
What is fair? What are my rights and responsibilitie$?
What is my attitude to others who are different? How
can | look after my own welleing? How should | deal
with relationships? How can | cope with the stress o
my life? How is the workplace changing? What job w
make the best of my strengths? What are the growth
sectors in our economy?

CourseContent

Preparing for Adult Life is a straiglaiking, forwardthinking subject which pupils find informative, thought
provoking and achievable. The course uses a variety of teaching methods, including individual research, g
work, extensive use of ICT and visiting speakers to study thirteen units:

Citizenship Personal and Social Development

Unit 1: Diversity and Social Inclusion Unit 9: SeHDevelopment

Unit 2: Democracy and Democratic Participation Unit 10: Roles and Responsibilities of Parents
Unit 3: Human Rights and Social Responsibility Unit 11: Healthy Relationships

Unit 4: Equality and Social Justice Unit 12: Maintaining Personal Health and \ARding

Unit 13: Effective Financial Management
Employability
Unit 5: Preparation for Work
Unit 6: Business in the Community
Unit 7: Effective Work Practice
Unit 8: Globalisation and the Labour Market

Assessment

(o]

This course is based on continuous assessment, with all units carrying equal weight. Each unit has a portfolit

work, and all thirteen must be completed to achieve a level 2, which is equivalent to a GCSE grade B.

Career and FurtheBtudyOpportunities
Preparation for Adult Life complements the work carried out in other subjects e.g. unit 10, Roles and
Responsibilities of Parents, ties in with Child Development and Care.




